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IN TH5 CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of claim in 
the present application. 
Mstlnq ofPNnis 

Claims 1 and 2 (canceled). 

3. (currently amended)A similar document search method of searching g 
document similar to a seeds document from a document databa se, the method, 
comprising the steps of: 

a first extracting step of extracting at least one characteristic word from the 
seeds document including desired retrieval contents: 

a second extracting step of extracting as characteristic words of the seeds 
document, if the characteristic word extracted by the first extracting step is one of a 
compound characteristic phrase constructed bv a plurality of constituent 
characteristic words, and the constituent characteristic words included in the 
compound characteristic phrase: 

a step of calculating, according to the characteristic words extracted bv the 
second extraptipg step, similarity between the seeds? document and the document 
stored on the document database, by using the characteristic words including the 
compound characteristic phrase and the constituent characteristic words bv which 
the compound characteristic phrg^ Is ^nstructedLand 

a step of outputting a retrieval result as a result of the similarity calculated by 
the similarity calculating step according to c l aim 1 . 

wherein the similarity calculating step includes the steps of: 
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a step of calculating a weighting coefficient corresponding to a distance 
calculated by term appearance position on the seeds document between a 
constituent characteristic word and another constituent characteristic word which are 
extracted from one compound characteristic wordifihEise^ and 

a step of calculating similarity by multiplying the weighting coefficient. 

Claims 4 and 5 (canceled). 

6. (currently amended)A similar document search system for searching a 
document similar to a seeds document from a document database, the system 
comprising: 

a document analyzer processor for extracting at least one characteristic word 
from the seeds document including desired retrieval contents: 

a characteristic word extractor processor for extracting as characteristic words 
of the seeds document, if the characteristic word extracted by the document analyzer 
processor is one of a compound characteristic phrase constructed by a plurality of 
constituent characteristic words, and the constituent characteristic words included in 
ffie compqund characteristic phrase; 

a seeds document similarity calculator processor for calculating, according to 
the characteristic words extracted bv the characteristic word extractor processor, 
similarity between the seeds document and the document stored on the document 
database, bv using the characteristic words including the compound characteristic 
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phrase and the constituent characteristic words b y which the compound 
characteristic phrase is constructed: ape} 

a retrieval result output processor for outputtino a retrieval result as a result of 
the similarity calculated by the seeds document similarity calculator 
processor a ccord i ng to cla i m 4, 

wherein the seeds document similarity calculator processor includes: 

a weighting coefficient calculator processor for calculating a weighting 
coefficient corresponding to a distance calculated by term appearance position on 
the seeds document between a constituent characteristic word and another 
constituent characteristic word which are extracted from one compound 
characteristic word; phrase, and 

a calculator processor for calculating similarity by multiplying the weighting 
coefficient. 

Claims 7 and 8 (canceled). 

9. (currently amended)A program product for making a computer operate 
as a similar document search system for searching a document similar to a seeds 
document from a document database, the program comprising: 

a document analyzer processor program for extracting at least one 
characteristic word from the seeds document including desired retrieval contents: 

a characteristic word extractor processor program for extracting as 
characteristic words of the seeds document, if the characteristic word extracted by 
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the document analyzer processor program is one of a compound characteristic 
phrase constructed bv a plurality of constituent characteristic words, and the 
constituent characteristic words Included in the compound characteristic phrase: 

aseeds document similarity calculator processor program for calculating, 
according to the characteristic words extracted bv the characteristic word extractor 
processor program, similarity between the seeds document and the document stored 
on the document database, bv using the characteri stic words including the 
compound characteristic phrase and the constituent characterist ic words bv which 
the compound characteristic phrase is constructed: and 

a retrieval result output processor program for outputtino a retrieval result as a 
result of the similarity calculated bv the seeds document similarity calculator 
processor program acoord i ng to c l aim 7 T 

wherein the seeds document similarity calculator processor program includes: 

a weighting coefficient calculator processor program for calculating a 
weighting coefficient corresponding to a distance calculated by term appearance 
position on the seeds document between a constituent characteristic word and 
another constituent characteristic word which are extracted from one compound 
characteristic wee& Dhrase. and 

a calculator processor program for calculating similarity by multiplying the 
weighting coefficient 



PAGE 8/14 * RCVD AT 9/9/2005 10:53:53 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ^ SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/27 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID703 684 1 157 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-10 



